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International Trade and Health Conference 2016
Trans Pacific Partnership: I zzlbact on Thailands Economy, Society, and
ealth System
National Commission on International Trade and Health Studies (NCITHS), together
with International Trade and Health Programme (ITH) and the Ministry of Public Health,

hosted the 2016 International Trade and Health Conference on 8 — 10 August 2016 at Holiday

Inn Bangkok Silom. The theme for this year’s conference is “Irans Pacific Partnership: Impact on
Thailand’s Economy, Society, and Health System.” Read more
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‘Apiradi’ led Thai Delegation to attend the ASEAN
Economic Ministers Meeting

3 August 2016, Department of Trade Negotiations - The Minister of Commerce led the Thai
Delegation to attend the 48th ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting held on 3 August
2016 in Vientiane, Laos PDR. Mrs. Apiradi Tantraporn, Minister of Commerce, revealed
that this is an important meeting which marks the first time ASEAN economic ministers
meet after the AEC integration at the end of last year. Laos PDR, as this year's ASEAN

Chair, has put together five documents to push forward the key issues in the AEC Blueprint
2025 which will help raise ASEAN trade competitiveness. Read full article in Thai
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Cabinet moves the 2nd National Health System Statute’ for-
ward, involving all sectors, improving the health of Thais

10 August 2016, National Health Commission Office - The Cabinet endorsed the new National
Health System Statute which will serve as the blueprint for policy and strategic framework
and guideline for all sectors, preparing the country for health threats in the next decade. The
concepts of health as a fundamental right and health in all policies were reiterated. The
Statute will further be proposed to the National Legislative Assembly before being issued in
the Royal Thai Government Gazette. Read full article in Thai
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International Trade and Health Conference 2016

11 August 2016, International Trade and Health Programme - National Commission on
International Trade and Health Studies (NCITHS), together with International Trade and
Health Programme (ITH) and the Ministry of Public Health, hosted the 2016
International Trade and Health Conference on 8 — 10 August 2016 at Holiday Inn Bangkok
Silom. The theme for this year’s conference is “Irans Pacific Partnership: Impact on
Thailand’s Economy, Society, and Health System.” The objectives of the conference are (1)
to share knowledge and understanding of TPP and potential impact on the health systems
for future gap analysis (2) to come up with policy recommendations that may be used as a
basis for TPP negotiations in areas of potential impact on the health systems, and (3) to
come up with policy recommendations and/or response measures to address potential
impact on the health systems. Read more

Related news:
- MOPH and stakeholders discuss TPP health impact (Article in Thai)
- Foreign lawyer recommends in-depth studies and legal reform before deciding to join

TPP (Article in Thai)

- Thailand should not rush into TPP, consumers should not be ignored in favor of traders

- Dr. Supachai warns, TPP may not be the answer for Thailand. Do not rush into the

agreement. Studies must be done first. (Article in Thai)
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Inside Views: The Downfall Of Invention: A Broken Patent
System

18 August 2016 Intellectual Property Watch - “The cost of dozens of brand-name drugs have
nearly doubled in just the past five years. Public outrage over drug prices extends from
Capitol Hill to the presidential candidates to patients. In response, pharmaceutical

executives are spending more on lobbying and marketing. Yet for all this attention, most of
the proposed solutions for reducing prescription drug costs—tougher negotiations, appeals
for transparent R&D costs or investigations into insurers—miss one of the primary sources
of the problem: the way we award patents. Read more
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Members speeds up negotiations at the 14th Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership — Trade Negotiation Com-
mittee: RCEP-TNC Meeting

20 August 2016, Department of Trade Negotiations - Following the 14th RCEP-TNC
negotiation on 14-19 August 2016 in Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam, Ronnarong Phoolpipat,
Deputy Director-General of the Department of Trade Negotiations who is the head of
Thailand’s RCEP negotiation delegation, revealed, “This meeting picks up from the 4th
RCEP Ministers Meeting which was held on 5 August 2016 in Laos PDR. It is an honor

to have H.E. Tran Tuan Anh, Minister of Industry and Trade, Vietnam to open the meeting
for us.” Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- F'TA Watch presses the government of 16 countries to oppose ISDS mechanism
(Article in Thai)

- Civil Sector network “opposes” ISDS in RCEP
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Rethink the tax on sugary drinks

24 August 2016 TDRI - Thailand has had the bright idea of curbing public health problems
such as obesity and heart diseases by imposing an excise tax on sugary drinks sold mainly in
convenience stores. This idea has been implemented in some developed countries such as the
UK, US, Norway, Denmark and France. In the case of the Thai tax scheme, the sugary drinks
to be taxed include, for instance, carbonated drinks, green tea, canned coffee, energy drinks,
sour milk, soymilk and bottled juice.

Read more
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BOI gives the green light for Medical Hub, 5 — 8 years
corporate income tax exemption for pharmaceutical and
megical devices industry

30 August 2016, Hfocus - Board of Investment (BOI) promotes Medical Hub, provides a 5
to 8 year corporate income tax exemption for medicines production businesses as well as an
additional 2-year exemption for SME medical device manufacturers. Promotion of health
facilities, however, must wait for the details of the National Health System Statute as well

as policies from the Public Health Ministry for further consideration.
Read full article in Thai
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Protest on patent application for thirty-thousand-baht-per-pill
Hepatitis C medicine. Patent law can unlock monopoly

31 August 2016, Hfocus — Thai Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS raised opposition
over patent application for Hepatitis C treatment which costs thirty thousand baht per pill.
'They aim for the patent law to help unlock monopoly, creating an opportunity for the Gov-
ernment Pharmaceutical Organization and generic manufacturers to produce the drug and
sell them at an affordable price, allowing the drug to be included in the national health
insurance system. Read full article in Thai
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US-EU FTA fails — threatens the success of multilateral F'TA

31 August 2016, Post Today - Even without an official statement announcing that the Trans-
atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (T'TIP) or the US-EU FTA negotiation has
tailed, the initial negative signal from Sigmar Gabriel, Minister for Economic Affairs and
Energy of Germany which is considered EU’s largest economy, suggests that the FTA
between these two continents is unlikely. Read full article in Thai
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International Health Policy Program (IHPP) is a leading institute

in Health Policy and System Research for evidence-based policy making



http://www.ditp.go.th/ditp_pdf.php?filename=contents_attach/152027/152027.pdf&title=152027
http://www.ditp.go.th/ditp_pdf.php?filename=contents_attach/152027/152027.pdf&title=152027



